AN ACCOUNT OF THE F-BACE GENERAL MEETING 
SE I SSE TE a ECS TE A SST ATE ST eS ee eee 
February IL; L786 


The first meeting operated under our new MOS* was held 
Tuesday evening, February 11. Abcut 25 people attended, 
including old members, new members, visitors, and the stars 
Of the program, Mickey and Mark cf Mikadon Ltd. who showed 
US Some of the excentional magic of the new Atari S20sT 
computer, 

The graphics Capabilities of this machine were 
articularly impressive -- the bouncing checkered ball that 
appeared as though it could jump right out of the screen; 
the mysterious cowl that swooped past in lifeliks fashion; 
and other beautifully detailed art work. Mark gave us an 
entertaining demonstration of the graphics-text adventure, 
Arfng’s Quest, featuring brave King Graham who embarks upon 
a seemingsly endiess quest to find the tower in which dwells 
the princess who (we hope) Will become his true Iove. 
Ancther attention-grabbing feature of the S20ST was its 


MOUSEe. This made cursor movement and selection of 
functions remarkably easy. We were also shown the graphics 
program, Z2£2AS from Batteries Included. It iS Similar to 


Asabrandt which most club members have seen on their S-bit 
machines, but, naturally, more dazzling images are produced 
on the ST. A word processor for the ST was briefly 
demonstrated. Tits most appealing feature was the 
mouse-controlled fast cursor action to delineate blocks of 
text for deletion, movement, duplication, or creation of 


new files. Also of interest were the compact and speedy 
tittle disk drives and the durable, high-capacity 3%" 

hard disks. All in ali, 4%. was an attractive and 
informative demonstration. It is prebably safe to say, 


though, that most members are still exploring the untapped 
potential of their comfortable "old” S-bit computers, and 
aren’t yet prepared to declare them obsolete -- or, ta put 
it mere. -bluntiy. we can’t afford to toss ail that 


investment cut the window. After all, as Phil’s Atari Seo 
srowed, the S-bit bouncing checkered ball program wasn’t 
all that inferior to the one on the ST. 

_ Following the main demonstraticn, the gathering 
dispersed to different parts of the hall. Some pecplie 
continued GO experiment with the ST. Others watched Phil 


C bs 

demonstrate Print Shop and Rarbrandt along with the wide 
| inter which had come ta the meeting in the 

ts temporary guardian, Jim OD. Later Phil gave a 
presentaticn con the functions ef DOS 2.05. He clarified 
Many facts and showed us some of the finer points of DES 
which had previously been mysteries to many of US. 
Meanwhile, in another corner, Joey was operating the 
program, Movre Maker, working on the animation of a blue 
dragcn. Unfortunately, ane disk of the 6é6-disk program was 
missing. We’lil have to have a repeat on that one, Joey. 
Also present was the program, Musre Construction Set, but 
time didn’t allow for its demonstration -- that’s another 
one we must try to have at a later meeting. 

A good time was had by all and it appears that cur new 
way Of having meetings iS working well. 


- prepared By F. Davies 


* Meeting Naereating Systen 


